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" ¢“ The Chaubes’ of Muttra, howerver, numbering in'all some
G,000 persons, are a peenlinr ruce and must cot be passed over "
80 sumwarily. They are still very czlebrated as wrestlers and
in the Mathara Mahatmya, their learning and other virtues
also ave extolled in the most exiravagant terms; but either the
wititer was prejudiced, or time has had a sad ly deleriorating
effect. They are now ordinarily de<eribed by their own:country-
men a8 & low end ignorant harde of rapacious mendicants. Like
the Pragwalas at Allababd, they are the recognized loeal cicero-
nes; and shey may alwnys be scen with their portly forms loli-~
ing about near the moag pepular ghats and temples, ready to
bear down upon the firss pilgrim that approachea.”
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Conoke rends thiemn 1o o line when hie speaks of their
present-day mottoasa bin being well lived thatis spent
in gorging swects, It isarehef, thonzl on matuse refie—
etion this relivintonea vani-hes, to Unnk that they, at
Teast, through the art of wrestling.present to the warld
sprviniens of thatrtalwaurt humanity ofanclent Bharata,
and thus sppear to be trying their level best to arrest
the progress of the physicul degencraey thatisspecdily
over taiting the race. with Rhadamunthine impartiality
dn we sy thit had their aim been{to suppose the unthin
lrable ) 1o pat a prriod to such s fivminacy it conld not
have Vern overpraised On the contrary, it aceentuates
our pain ta learn that they do not jmprove their
heaith for health’s sake, but exploit it for the suake
of n few round coine.
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Bereft of those precious unities, they have now
deygenerated into a community of beggars,whose high-
est ideal on this sid2 of Eternity is to ylut themselves
with sweetments. Shorn of decent. dress, with eyes out
stretehed and reddened by Bhang (515 ), with ashes
adorning their forcheads, pluming themselves on the
ideaofan indulgence in humorous butobscene talk,these
pot-bellied heroes ave to be witnessed, wandering about
in groups like s0 many beasts in kerds, in all the lea-
ding cities of India at zll times in the year, in the
rainy season in particular, Oupr description of the
degradation of the present Chaubes of Muttra is, by
no means, over-drawn,
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